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Serial Number 
UNIVERSITY OF RHODE ISLAND 
Kingston, Rhode Island 
FACULTY SENATE 
BILL 
Adopted by the Faculty Senate 
#93-94--25 
TO: President Robert L. Carothers 
FROM: Chairperson of the Faculty Senate 
1 . The attached BILL, titled The Three Hundred and Sixteenth Report 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
of the curricular Affairs Committee: Proposal for a Bachelor 
of General Studies Major in Liberal Studies 
is forwarded for your consideration. 
The original and two copies for your use are included. 
This BILL was adopted by vote of the Faculty Senate on April 14, 1994 
(date) 
After considering this bill, will you please indicate your approval 
or disapproval. Return the original or forward it to the Board of 
Governors, completing the appropriate endorsement below. 
In accordance with Section 10, paragraph 4 of the Senate's By-Laws, 
this bill will become effective May 5, 1994 , 
three weeks after Senate approval, unless: (1) specific dates for 
implementation are written into the bill; (2) you return it disapproved; 
(3) you forward it to the Board of Governors for their approval; or (4) 
the University Faculty petitions for a referendum. If the bill is 
forwarded to the Board of Governors, it will not become effective until 
approved by the Board. 
April 15, 1994 
(date) 
Chairperson of the Faculty Senate 
ENDORSEMENT 
TO: Chairperson of the Faculty Senate 
FROM: President of the University 
Returned. 
a. Approved 
Approved subject to final approval by Board of Governors 
c. Disapproved 
i/ t'J:i q« 
(d t ) 
Form revised 9/91 
' / 
UNIVERSITY OF RHODE ISLAND 
Kingston, Rhode Island 
FACULTY SENATE 
March 28, 1994 
Faculty Senate Curricular Affairs Committee 
Three Hundred and Sixteenth Report 
Proposal to Add a Major i n Liberal Studies 
to the Bachelor of General Studies Degree Program 
On December 13, 1993, the Faculty Senate Curricular Aff airs Committee 
approved a proposal to add a new major in Liberal Studies to the 
Bachelor of General Studies Degree Program. 
In accordance with the provisions of section 8.85.10 of the UNIVERSITY 
MANUAL, the B.G.S. in Liberal Studies proposal was forwarded to the 
Office of the Vice President for Business and Finance on December 15, 
1993 with the request that a budgetary impact statement be prepared. 
On March 28, 1994, the Faculty Senate Executive Committee reviewed the 
budgetary impact statement, dated March 14, 1994, prepared by J. 
Vernon Wyman, Assistant to the Vice President for Business and 
Finance. After their review, the Executive Committee agreed that the 
proposal for a new Bachelor of General Studies major in Liberal 
Studies does not require review and ranking by the New Program Review 
Committee because it meets the criteria for exemption set forth in 
section 8.85.24 of the UNIVERSITY MANUAL: 
If programs do not require the allocation of funds for 
direct costs, or if the program can be entirely supported by 
reprogramming existing departmental funds, or if the amount 
of general revenue funds required per year does not exceed 
the current calendar year salary of an instructor, no review 
under 8.85.20 shall be required. 
The Curricular Affairs Committee recommends that the Faculty Senate 
approve the addition of the proposed new Liberal Studies major to the 
Bachelor of General Studies Program as follows (The proposal is in the 
format required by the Board of Governors for Higher Education.) 
PROPOSAL FOR A BACHELOR OF GENERAL STUDIES MAJOR IN LIBERAL STUDIES 
A. PROGRAM INFORMATION 
1. Name of Institution: University of Rhode Island 
2. Administrative Unit: Bachelor of General Studies 
College of Continuing Education 
3. Title of proposed program: Liberal studies 
Degree to be conferred: Bachelor of General studies 
4. Intended date of implementation: September, 1994 
5. Anticipated date of granting first degree: May, 1996 
) 
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6. Intended location: University of Rhode Island 
College of Continuing Education, Providence 
7. Institutional review and approval process: This proposal 
was developed and approved through procedures established 
for new interdisciplinary BGS programs at the College of 
Continuing Education. The procedure included development of 
the proposal by an interdisciplinary faculty committee 
composed of Wm. Lynn McKinney, Professor of Education, 
Committee Chair; Mort Briggs, Chairperson and Professor of 
History; Wendy Holmes, Professor of Art; Bob Manteiga, 
Professor of Hispanic Studies; and Lynn Pasquerella, 
Associate Professor of Philosophy. In the process of 
developing this proposal, the interdisciplinary committee 
reviewed comparable programs of study at other institutions 
around the country. The proposal was then reviewed by the 
Bachelor of General Studies Program staff, reviewed by the 
College of Continuing Education Dean's staff and approved by 
the Dean. Following the Dean's approval it was forwarded to 
the Faculty Senate Curricular Affairs Committee. 
APPROVAL DATE 
Faculty Senate Curricular Affairs Committee 12/13/93 
Faculty Senate 4/14/94 
President of the University 
8. summary Description 
This proposal establishes a new interdisciplinary major in 
Liberal Studies in the Bachelor of General Studies (BGS) 
Program. It will join existing BGS majors in Human studies, 
Business Institutions, Health Services Administration, and 
Applied Communications. 
9. Statement of resources 
10. 
No additional resources will be required. 
obert L. Carothers, President 
University of Rhode Island 
11. Persons to be contacted during the review 
Dr. Blair M. Lord 
Vice Provost for Academic Programs and Services 
University of Rhode Island 
Kingston, Rhode Island 02881 
( 401) 792-244 7 
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Dr. Stephen D. Grubman-Black 
Coordinator, Bachelor of General Studies 
University of Rhode Island, College of Continuing Education 
Providence, Rhode Island 02908 
( 401) 277-3810 
B. RATIONALE 
The Bachelor of General Studies degree offers adult students 
(defined as those who have been away from formal schooling for at 
least five years) an interdisciplinary program of studies, part 
of which they design while working closely with an academic 
advisor. The new major in Liberal Studies responds to the needs 
of many adult students who (1) need or want a bachelor's degree 
but not in a specific field, (2) find existing degree programs 
too focused and confining, and (3) have the maturity to work with 
an advisor to select courses which introduce them broadly to a 
field while allowing them to specialize in one area. 
A survey of 1991 and 1992 new students in the Bachelor of General 
Studies program (each academic year, approximately 320 new 
students register for BGS 100) showed that 30% of the respondents 
would be interested in this major. Many CCE students chose the 
BGS as their major because, while they want andjor need a 
bachelor's degree, they do not need a degree in a spec~fic field. 
The proposed Liberal studies major will suit many of these 
students perfectly. Other students want to become broadly 
educated and find that existing degree programs do not allow the 
breadth they seek. 
Currently CCE students may major in one of seven Bachelor of 
Science degrees, each offered by one of the professional colleges 
(e.g., business administration, nutrition and dietetics, 
industrial and manufacturing engineering) or they may choose one 
of four Bachelor of Arts degrees (English, Economics, History and 
Psychology). This new BGS major will offer options to students 
interested in history, philosophy, music, theater, art, art 
history, literature, and languages to develop their own major 
focus. 
C. INSTITUTIONAL ROLE 
The goals and objectives of the Bachelor of General Studies 
Program and this new major in Liberal studies are consistent with 
the mission of the University which is rooted in the tradition of 
America's unique Land Grant idea--that universities exist to 
expand knowledge, to transmit knowledge, and to foster the 
application of knowledge in the daily life of the nation. 
This program is particularly appropriate for the University's 
mission because it seeks to develop better-educated adults, 
people who did not have the opportunity to complete, or in some 
cases even to begin, a college degree as they were leaving high 
school but who now are workers and citizens who want to expand 
their knowledge and become more involved and effective members of 
their communities. 
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D. CONTENT 
BGS 100 Pro Seminar 4 
GENERAL EDUCATION 
Communications 6 
Mathematics 3 
39 
Social Science (BGS 390) 6 
Natural Science (BGS 391) 6 
Letters (BGS 392) 6 
Fine Arts 6 
Language/Culture Cluster 6* 
*Competence in a foreign language through the 102 level is a 
requirement of this major; all other General Education 
requirements for the proposed program are identical to those of 
the other BGS majors. Students who are competent in a second 
language may test out of the language requirement and then choose 
other courses. 
MAJOR Courses are to be selected in each of four areas, listed 
below: 45 
1. The Classical Tradition (till 1789) 
2 . Modern Culture and Thought (19th & 20th centuries) 
3. The Cultural and Behavioral Environment 
4. Cross-cultural Communication 
SENIOR PROJECT 3 
ELECTIVES 27 
TOTAL CREDITS 118 
Each of the four areas listed below offers the student an 
opportunity to select courses which can become a part of an 
integrated whole while, at the same time, allow a student to 
specialize. For examples ·of this, see the two sample programs of 
study. To provide additional understanding of each of the four 
categories from which classes are to be chosen, a listing of 
appropriate courses in each area which were offered at the 
College of Continuing Education in the past three years is 
i ncluded. This list is not meant to suggest that other courses 
in the listed disciplines and courses from other disciplines 
could not be selected, with the student and hisjher academic 
advisor working closely, to fulfill requirements. 
The Classical Tradition (till 1789). The study of 
ideasjphilosophyjart that form the basis of Western thought 
and continue to influence its development. Courses may be 
selected from Art History, Classics, English, History, and 
Philosophy. 
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Modern Culture and Thought (19th and 20th centuries). 
Modern trends and developments in the history, literature, 
art, and philosophy of contemporary western societies. 
Courses may be selected form Art History, English, History, 
Music, Philosophy, Political Science, and Russian literature 
and history. 
The Cultural and Behavioral Environment. Study of customs, 
economic, and geographical factors affecti ng contemporary 
society. Courses may be selected from Anthropology, 
Economics, Geology, History, and Religious Studies. 
Cross-cultural Communication. Learning and writing about 
different cultures in either English or another language. 
Study abroad is strongly encouraged, and credit earned from 
study abroad will be treated as it currently is Courses may 
be selected from Communication Studies, French, German, 
Ital i an, Journalism, Spanish, and Writ i ng. Students 
choosing a foreign language to fulfill the requirements in 
this area would already have taken two courses (most 
commonly 101 and 102) in the language of their choice, so 
they would begin to fulfill this requirement with 103. 
SAMPLE PROGRAM OF STUDIES #1 
This student is focusing the major on understanding the art, 
literature, and language of Greece and Italy. 
The Classical Tradition 18 credits 
ARH 354 Art of Greece and Rome 
CLA 395 Greek Myth 
CLA 396 Myths of Rome 
CLA 397 Greek Myth and Tragedy 
HIS 113 Western Civilization to 1789 
PHL 321 Ancient Philosophy 
Modern Culture and Thought 9 
ARH 363 Modern Art--19th and 
HIS 114 Western Civilization 
PHL 212 Ethics 
credits 
20th Centuries 
Since 1789 
The Cultural and Behavioral Environment 12 credits 
APG 200 Language and Culture 
APG 203 Cultural Anthropology 
APG 209 Anthropology of Religion 
RLS 111 Comparative Religion 
Cross Cultural Communication 6 credits 
I TL 103 Intermediate Italian I 
ITL 104 Intermediate Italian II 
Note that this student will have taken ITL 101 and 102 as the language 
requirement in the General Education program. 
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SAMPLE PROGRAM OF STUDIES #2 
This student is interested in the contemporary world with a focus 
on history and economics. 
The Classical Tradition 9 credits 
HIS 113 Western Civilization to 1789 
HIS 306 The Reformation I 
HIS 307 The Reformation II 
Modern Culture and Thought 6 credits 
HIS 114 Western Civilization Since 1789 
ARH 363 Modern Art: Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries 
The Cultural and Behavioral Environment 18 credits 
ECN 338 International Economics 
ECN 344 International Financial Economics 
ECN 361 A Survey of Economic Thought 
ECN 363 Economic Growth and Development 
HIS 310 History of Europe: 1815 - 1914 
HIS 311 History of Europe Since 1914 
Cross Cultural Communication 12 credits 
SPA 103 Intermediate Spanish I 
SPA 104 Intermediate Spanish II 
SPA 201 Oral Expression in Spanish 
WRT 333 Technical Writing 
Note that this student will have taken SPA 101 and SPA 102 as the 
language requirement for General Education. 
CCE COURSES, 1990-1993 
What follows is a listing of courses that were offered at CCE 
beginning with the Spring 1990 semester and that enrolled 
sufficient numbers of students to run. The courses are organized 
according to the four areas proposed for the new BGS major in 
Liberal Studies. 
I. The Classical Tradition (till 1789): 
ARH 120 Introduction to Art 
ARH 251 Introduction to the History of Art 
ARH 252 Introduction to the History of Art 
ARH 354 Art of Greece and Rome 
ARH 359 Baroque Art 
CLA 391 Ancient Laughter 
CLA 395 Greek Mythology 
CLA 396 Myths of Rome 
CLA 397 Greek Myth and Tragedy 
ENG 251 English Literature I (till 1798) 
ENG 366 Greek and Roman Drama 
ENG 367 The Epic 
ENG 472 Shakespeare's Plays 
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HIS 113 Western Civilization to 1789 
HIS 306 The Reformation I 
HIS 307 The Reformation II 
PHL 321 Ancient Philosophy 
II . Modern Culture and Thought 
ARH 363 Modern Art: Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries 
ENG 242 Modern American Literature 
ENG 252 English Literature I I (s i nce 1798) 
HIS 114 Western Civilization Since 1789 
HIS 145 Women in American History 
HIS 351 American Women in the Ni neteenth Century 
MUS 106 The History o f Jazz 
PHL 212 Ethics 
PHL 217 Social Philosophy 
PSC 300 Challenge of Nuclear Arms 
RUS 391 Masterpi eces of Russian Literature I 
RUS 392 Masterpieces of Russian Literature II 
THE 100 Introduction to Theater 
III. The Cultural and Behavioral Environment: 
APG 200 Language and Culture 
APG 203 Cultural Anthropology 
APG 309 Anthropol ogy of Religion 
APG 311 Native North Americans 
ECN 338 International Economics 
ECN 344 International Financial Economics 
ECN 361 Survey of Economic Thought 
ECN 363 Economic Growth and Development 
ENG 160 Masterpi eces of Literature 
GEL 100 Environmental Geology 
HIS 310 History of Europe (1815 - 1914) 
HIS 311 History of Europe Since 1914 
HIS 323 History of England: 1815-1896 
HIS 324 History of England Since 1896 
HIS 332 History of Russia 
HIS 333 History of the Soviet Union 
RLS 111 Comparat i ve Religi on 
RLS 131 Oriental Philosophy and Religions 
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IV. Cross Cultural Communication: 
COM 101 Fundamentals of Oral communication 
COM 103 Interpersonal Communication 
COM 200 The Art of Human Communication 
COM 210 Persuasion: The Rhetoric of I nfluence 
COM 231 oral Interpretation of Literature 
COM 310 Contemporary Oral Communication 
COM 314 Nonverbal Communication 
COM 315 Environmental Dimensions of Communicati on 
COM 320 Oral Communication for Business and Professions 
FRN 101 Begi nning French I 
FRN 102 Beginning French II 
FRN 103 Intermediate French I 
FRN 104 Intermediate French II 
GER 101 Beginning German I 
GER 102 Beginni ng German II 
GER 103 Intermediate German I 
GER 104 I ntermediate German II 
ITL 101 Beginning Italian I 
I TL 102 Beginning Italian II 
ITL 103 Intermediate Italian I 
ITL 104 Intermedi ate Italian I I 
JOR 110 Introduction to the Mass Media 
JOR 220 News Reporting and Writing 
JOR 320 Public Affairs Reporting and Writ i ng 
JOR 321 Magazine Writing 
JOR 341 Public Relations 
SPA 101 Beginning Spanish I 
SPA 102 Beginning Spanish II 
SPA 103 Intermediate Spanish I 
SPA 104 Intermediate Spanish II 
SPA 201 Oral Expression in Spanish 
WRT 101 Compos i tion 
WRT 227 Business Communications 
WRT 333 Technical Writing 
E. INTERINSTITUTIONAL CONSIDERATION 
This new major will have no impact on other postsecondary 
institutions in Rhode Island. It is common that a l l colleges and 
universities offer degrees in the many liperal studies 
disciplines. However , CCE will be unique in offering an 
interdisciplinary degree which allows students both structure and 
flexibility in developing their own program of study. Because 
this program is designed for and limited to adults who have been 
out of h i gh school f or at least f i ve years, it wil l have no 
impact on programs which offer degrees to "traditional" age 
students. Trans f er polici es for students at other institutions 
wi ll not be affected. 
I ' I 
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F. RESOURCES 
No new funding will be required to offer this major. 
1. Administration: The Liberal studies major will become a ' 
part of the Bachelor of General Studies program and will be 
administered by the Coordinator of the Bachelor of General 
Studies Program, Stephen D. Grubman-Black. 
2. Faculty: Costs will be borne by the CCE instructional 
budget. Careful review and analysis of the CCE course 
offerings of 1990-91, 1991-92, and 1992-93, both academic 
year and summer school, reveal that more than enough courses 
to offer a Liberal Studies major are regularly offered, all 
with sufficient students for the courses to run. The two 
sample programs of study list only courses which have been 
taught at CCE in Providence in the past three years. 
3. Learning Resources: current resources are adequate. 
4. Facilities and Equipment: Existing facilities and equipment 
are adequate. 
5. Operating Expenses: No new operating expenses anticipated. 
6. Scholarships and Fellowships: None anticipated. 
7. Differential Tuition andjor Fees: NA 
8. Expenditures and Revenue Estimated: The general guiding 
principle at CCE is that course enrollment levels must be 
sufficient to generate revenues at least equal to 
instructional costs. 
G. EVALUATION 
At the end of the second year of its operation the new major will 
be reviewed by a committee established by the Coordinator of the 
Bachelor of General Studies program. In addition the program 
will be subject to the periodic internal program review process 
which is required at the University. 
